By adding a large inductance in a dc-SQUID phase qubit loop, one decouples the junctions' dynamics and creates a superconducting artificial atom with two internal degrees of freedom. In addition to the usual symmetric plasma mode (s-mode) which gives rise to the phase qubit, an anti-symmetric mode (a-mode) appears. These two modes can be described by two anharmonic oscillators with eigenstates |ns and |na for the s and a-mode, respectively. We show that a strong nonlinear coupling between the modes leads to a large energy splitting between states |0s, 1a and |2s, 0a . Finally, coherent frequency conversion is observed via free oscillations between the states |0s, 1a and |2s, 0a .
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PACS numbers:
In atomic physics the presence of multiple degrees of freedom (DoF) constitutes a precious resource for the development of quantum mechanics experiments. In trapped ions or nitrogen-vacancy centers, the V-shaped energy spectrum enables very high fidelity readout of the states encoded in the first two levels by using the fluorescence properties of the transition to the third level [1, 2] . In quantum optics, the multiple DoF of the optically active crystals have lead to many quantum effects such as Coherent Population Trapping (CPT) and the associated effect of Electromagnetically Induced Transparency (EIT) [3] , spontaneous emission cancelation via quantum interference [4, 5] or generation of entangled photon pairs [6] . In the field of superconducting qubits, experimental efforts have mainly focused on two-level systems [7, 8] and multilevel systems [9] [10] [11] [12] [13] with a single DoF. Superconducting artificial atoms currently need additionnal DoF in order to realize Λ, V , N or diamond-shaped energy levels and therefore to perform new quantum experiments [14, 15] . Only recently a superconducting device with V -shape energy spectrum was experimentally considered [16] and a three DoF superconducting ring was developed for parametric amplification [17] .
In this letter we present an artificial atom with two internal DoF which constitutes a basic block for the realization of V-or Diamond-shaped energy levels. In this system we benefit from the natural nonlinear coupling between the two DoF to observe a coherent frequency conversion process in the time domain. Contrary to previous frequency conversion proposals and implementations in solid state devices, we observe this process in the strong coupling limit, where multiples oscillations can be seen before losing coherence [18, 19] , and without any external coupling device or additionnal source of power [20] . In addition this system could be used for triggered and high-efficiency generation of entangled pairs of photons, a key component for quantum information [21] .
The circuit is a camelback phase qubit [22] with a large loop inductance, i.e a dc-SQUID build by a superconducting loop of large inductance L interrupted by two identical Josephson junctions with critical current I c and capacitance C, operated at zero current bias (see Fig.1 ). As we will see in the following, the presence of a large loop inductance modifies dractically the quantum dynamics of this system. The two phase differences φ 1 and φ 2 across the two junctions correspond to the two degrees of freedom of this circuit, which lead to two oscillating modes: the symmetric (s-) and the anti-symmetric (a-) plasma modes [23] . The s-mode corresponds to the wellknown in-phase plasma oscillation of the two junctions with the average phase x s = (φ 1 + φ 2 )/2, oscillating at a characteristic frequency given by the plasma frequency of the dc-SQUID, ω s p . The a-mode is an opposite-phase plasma mode related to oscillations of the phase difference x a = (φ 1 − φ 2 )/2, producing circulating current oscillations at frequency ω a p . In previous experiments [9, 11, 22] , the loop inductance L was small compared to the Josephson inductance L J = Φ 0 /(2πI c ). Therefore the two junctions were strongly coupled and the dynamics of the phase difference x a was neglected and fixed by the applied flux. The quantum behavior of the circuit was described by the s-mode only, showing a one-dimensional motion of the average phase x s . Hereafter we will consider a circuit with a large inductance (L ≥ L J ) that decouples the phase dynamics of the two junctions. This large inductance lowers the frequency of the a-mode and the dynamics of the system becomes fully two-dimensional. The a-mode was previously introduced to discuss the thermal and quantum escape of a currentbiased dc-SQUID [24, 25] but its dynamics was never observed. We present measurements of the full spectrum of this artificial atom, independent coherent control of both modes and finally we exploit the strong nonlinear coupling between the two DoF to observe a time resolved up and down frequency conversion of the system excitations.
The electronic properties of a symmetric and inductive dc-SQUID at zero-current bias can be described by a fictitious particle of mass m = 2C(Φ 0 /2π) 2 moving inside a two-dimensional potential :
where E J = Φ 0 I c /(2π). Hereafter we will consider the particle trapped in a local minimum (x 
By expanding the potential at this minimum up to fourth order, its quantum dynamics is given by the Hamiltonian H = H s + H a + C s,a where H s and H a are anharmonic oscillator Hamiltonians describing respectively the symmetric and antisymmetric plasma modes [26, 27] . C s,a describes the coupling between the two oscillators.
The operatorsx α and p α are the reduced position and momentum operators in both directions. The coupling term has a very simple expression at zero current bias:
In the following, we will define |n s , n a ≡ |n s |n a as the eigenstates of uncoupled hamiltonian H s +H a , where |n α indexes the energy levels of each mode. The potentials associated with the s-mode and a-mode are depicted in the figure Fig.1b and Fig.1c for a working point (I b = 0, Φ b = 0.37Φ 0 ). At the same bias point the complete spectrum of the system is presented in Fig.1d .
The complete aluminum device is fabricated using an angle evaporation technique without suspended bridges [28] , and it is presented in Fig.1a . The measurements were conducted in a dilution refrigerator at 40 mK using a standard experimental configuration, previously described in Ref. [22] .
The readout of the circuit is performed using switching current techniques. For spectroscopy measurements we apply a microwave pulse field, through the current bias line (see Fig 1a) , followed by the readout nanosecond flux pulse that produces a selective escape depending on the quantum state of the circuit [9, 22] . The energy spectrum versus current bias at Φ b = 0.48Φ 0 and versus flux bias at I b = 0 are plotted in Fig.2a and Fig.2b respectively. In the following we will denote ν α nm as the transition frequency between the states |n α and |m α , with the other mode in the ground state. The first transition frequency in Fig.2 is the one of the camelback phase qubit, ν s 01 . With a maximum frequency at zerocurrent bias, the system is at an optimal working point with respect to current fluctuations [22] . At higher frequency, the second transition of the s-mode is observed with ν s 02 ≈ 2ν s 01 . In the flux biased spectrum the third transition ν s 03 is also visible. An additional transition is observed at about 14.6 GHz, with a very weak current dependence (Fig.2a) but a finite flux dependence (Fig.2b) . It corresponds to the first transition of the amode, ν . The green diamond is the initial working point for the measurement of coherent free oscillations between the two modes, presented in Fig.3 , and the green dotted square is the area where these oscillations take place.
fectly fitted by deriving the spectrum of the full Hamiltonian described above. As all the other parameters of the device can be extracted from switching-current measurements [22] , the only free parameter is the junction capacitance. From the fit we obtain C = 510 fF, which is consistent with the 10µm 2 junction area. Numerical calculations are used to describe the energy dependence in Fig.2a in order to take into account the current bias and the inductance asymmetry as well as additional coupling terms. The model describes well the level anti-crossing between the quantum states |2 s , 0 a and |0 s , 1 a , which is given by the nonlinear coupling term g 21x The measured coherence times of the amode are much smaller than expected from the minimum linewidth. The origin of this additional decoherence will be discussed later. Nevertheless, the coherence time is sufficiently large for independent coherent control of each mode.
One of the opportunities given by the rich spectrum of this two DoF artificial atom is the observation of a coherent frequency conversion process using thex 2 sxa coupling of Eq.2. The pulse sequence, similar to other states swapping experiment [29, 30] , is presented in (see Fig.3a ). At t = 0, the system is prepared in the state |0 s , 1 a , at the initial working point Φ b = 0.37Φ 0 (green diamond in Fig.2b ). Immediately after, a non-adiabatic flux pulse [32] brings the system to the working point defined by Φ int , close to the degeneracy point (ν s 02 ≈ ν a 01 ). After the free evolution of the quantum state during the time ∆t int , we measure the escape probility P esc . Fig.3b presents P esc as a function of ∆t int for Φ int = 0.515Φ 0 . The observed oscillations have a 815M Hz-characteristic frequency (inset of Fig.3b ) that matches precisely the theoritical frequency splitting at this flux bias (red arrow). In Fig.3c , we present these oscillations as function of Φ int . Their frequency varies with Φ int , showing a typical "chevron" pattern. In the inset of Fig.3c , the oscillation frequency versus Φ int is compared to theoretical predictions. The good agreement between theory and experiment is a striking confirmation of the observation of swapping between the quantum states |0 s , 1 a and |2 s , 0 a . Instead of the well known linear couplingx sxa between two oscillators, which corresponds to a coherent exchange of single excitations between the two systems, here the couplingx 2 sxa is non-linear and produces a coherent exchange of a single excitation of the a-mode with a double excitation of the s-mode, i.e. a coherent frequency conversion. Starting from the state |0 s , 1 a , an excitation pair |2 s , 0 a is then deterministically produced in about a single nanosecond at the degeneracy point Φ int = 0.537Φ 0 .
We now discuss the coherent properties and measurement contrast in our device. The unexpectedly short coherence time of the a-mode can be explained by the coupling to spurious two-level systems (TLS) [31] . With a junction area of 10µm 2 our device suffers from a large TLS density of about 12 TLS/GHz (barely visible in Fig.2 ). Therefore it is very difficult to operate the a- 
FIG. 3:
Free coherent oscillations between states |0s, 1a and |2s, 0a produced by a nonlinear coupling. mode in a frequency window free of TLS since ν a 01 is only slightly flux dependent. However this is not a real issue as it can be solved easily by reducing the junction area [33] . The minimum linewidth of both a-mode and s-mode, and therefore their coherence times, are limited in our experiment by low frequency flux noise. Operating the system at Φ b = 0 will lift this limitation since it is an optimal point with respect to flux noise. The small oscillation amplitude in Fig.3 has two additionnals origins. First the duration t π of the π-pulse applied for preparation of the state |0 s , 1 a has to fulfill the condition t MHz in the present experiment, we fixed t π = 80 ns. However t π is of the order the relaxation time of the a-mode which implies a strong reduction of the |0 s , 1 a occupancy after the π-pulse, to about 40%. The second origin of the small contrast raises the question of the readout contrast between the states |0 s , 1 a and |2 s , 0 a . In absence of coupling the escape probability of the state |0 s , n a should not be sensitive to n a . On the contrary, the escape probability of the state |n s , 0 a is very sensitive to n s . This difference should lead to a strong contrast between the states |0 s , 1 a and |2 s , 0 a . However, since the coupling strength is very large close to the critical lines, |0 s , 1 a and |2 s , 0 a are still entangled when the escape occurs. This leads to an additionnal reduction of the contrast between the two states that prevents the extraction of the theoriticaly high efficiency of the frequency conversion [27] .
In conclusion, we have designed and studied a new type of superconducting artificial atom with two internal DoF. The spectrum of this device is well described by considering two anharmonic oscillators coupled via nonlinear coupling terms. Coherent manipulation of the two DoF is demonstrated and the strong nonlinear coupling allows the observation of a coherent frequency conversion between the two internal DoF. If inserted in a microwave cavity this process should enable parametric amplification or generation of correlated microwave photons. Finally by reducing the critical current of the junctions, keeping the ratio L J /L constant, one can increase the strength of the coupling term g 22 /2π up to 500 MHz providing a strong dispersive frequency shift proportional to the population of each mode. This should allow the realization of C-NOT quantum gate inside the two DoF of this artificial atom or enable an efficient readout of the camelback phase qubit state by probing the transition frequency of the a-mode. Considering the long list of unique and interesting features, this new artificial atom with two DoF and a V-shaped energy level structure is a valuable addition to the growing set of building blocks for superconducting quantum electronics.
